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For more information and Blending Products visit:
http://nida.nih.gov/blending 

http://attcnetwork.org/blendinginitiative

To find a training near you,  
contact your ATTC Regional Center or the ATTC National Office.

Caribbean Basin &  
Hispanic ATTC
PR,VI 
caribbeanbasin@attcnetwork.org

Central East ATTC
DE, DC, MD, NJ
centraleast@attcnetwork.org

Great Lakes ATTC
IL, IN, MI, OH
greatlakes@attcnetwork.org

Gulf Coast ATTC
LA, NM, TX 
gulfcoast@attcnetwork.org

Mid-America ATTC
AR, KS, MO, NE, OK
midamerica@attcnetwork.org

Mid-Atlantic ATTC
KY, TN, VA, WV 
midatlantic@attcnetwork.org

Mountain West ATTC
CO, ID, MT, NV, UT, WY 
mountainwest@attcnetwork.org

ATTC of New England
CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT 
newengland@attcnetwork.org

Northeast ATTC
NY, PA 
northeast@attcnetwork.org

Northwest Frontier ATTC
AK, HI, OR, the Pacific Islands, WA 
northwest@attcnetwork.org

Pacific Southwest ATTC
AZ, CA
pacificsouthwest@attcnetwork.org

Prairielands ATTC
IA, MN, ND, SD, WI
prairielands@attcnetwork.org

Southeast ATTC
GA, NC, SC 
southeast@attcnetwork.org

Southern Coast ATTC
AL, FL, MS
southerncoast@attcnetwork.org

ATTC National Office
NO@ATTCnetwork.org
816-235-6888



THE BLENDING INITIATIVE MAJOR COMPONENTS
Accelerating the dissemination 
of findings that drug abuse and 
addiction research generates 
into community-based practice 
is a key priority for the National 
 Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA). 
To this end, NIDA relies on an 
 innovative partnership with the 
Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration’s 
Center for Substance Abuse Treat-
ment (SAMHSA/CSAT) known as 
the Blending Initiative. This initia-
tive is NIDA’s most recent effort to 
accelerate the dissemination of 
research-based drug abuse and 
addiction treatment findings into 
community-based practice.  

The Blending Initiative is composed of several components, including 
regional Blending Conferences, State agency partnerships, and Blend-
ing Teams and products.

REGIONAL BLENDING CONFERENCES
All NIDA Blending Conferences are uniquely designed to enhance 
 bidirectional communication between researchers, clinical practitioners, 
and policymakers regarding innovative research findings about drug 
abuse and addiction. These conferences have been strategically con-
vened in different geographic regions of the country. 

STATE AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS
NIDA works closely with SAMHSA and other Federal and State policy-
makers to help identify strategies to accelerate the adoption of research-
based practices.

BLENDING PRODUCTS
Based on recently tested NIDA research, Blending Teams design user-
friendly tools, or products, and introduce them to treatment providers. 
These products facilitate the adoption of research-based interventions in 
communities at nearly the same time research results are published in 
peer-reviewed journals.

Blending Teams are comprised of NIDA researchers, clinical treatment 
providers, and trainers from SAMHSA’s Addiction Technology Transfer 
Center (ATTC) Network. These experts work together to develop  products 
based on research conducted within NIDA’s Clinical Trials Network as 
well as within other research programs supported by NIDA. The ATTC 
Network, which is funded by CSAT, provides specialized training and 
technical assistance to substance abuse treatment professionals to create 
a more effective treatment workforce.

To date, six separate Blending products have been developed and 
include

1. Buprenorphine Treatment: A Training for Multidisciplinary 
Addiction Professionals

2. Short-Term Opioid Withdrawal Using Buprenorphine: Findings and 
Strategies From a NIDA Clinical Trials Network

3. Buprenorphine Treatment for Young Adults

4. Treatment Planning M.A.T.R.S.: Utilizing the Addiction Severity 
Index (ASI) to Make Required Data Collection Useful

5. Motivational Interviewing Assessment: Supervisory Tools for 
Enhancing Proficiency (MIA:STEP)

6. Promoting Awareness of Motivational Incentives (PAMI)


